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Some things I do! (practical tips for communication mission to children)
Ideas shared at the Midlands Rep meeting on the 1 March 2006 by Hilary Ayling (SOAR Project)

Practical Tips for Communicating

· Have attention grabbers  (A good theme illustration – something intriguing to capture attention straight away)

· Audience participation (Let children hold things or be involved in telling a story – or involve the whole congregation in some way.)
· Try different ways of telling a Bible story

· Maintain eye contact (engage with the ‘audience’)
· Puppets (You don’t have to be a master puppeteer!  Finger puppets or a cuddly toy can work just as well.)
· Use props and visual aids

· Memory Verses (Illustrated or written on cards for children to hold up.)
· Signing – if there is a signer in the church or someone who uses Maketon – using them with songs/memory verses can be very helpful.

Sunday School – some thoughts

· Often good to start and finish together  (I.e. as a whole group)
· Have listening and doing parts (Eg: singing, game/theme illustration, story, craft, sharing, prayer)
· Learn song or greeting in another language

· Use Worksheets (Wordsearches, crosswords, dot to dot etc)
· Use Craft (Cutting/sticking/colouring – something to take home!)
· Quizzes (reinforces and recaps story – fun!  Make it rely on chance – eg have a string box – box containing strings of different lengths with only the ends shoing – children answer a question and choose a string. The strings are tied together within the teams.  The winning team is the one with the longest combined string.)
· Games (If possible, linked to the theme.)
· Different tables offering different activities  (Eg. Writing in foreign language, dressing up, food tasting – be aware of allergies.  Children move to different stations at different points.

Possibly work in Groups

Sometimes there is a problem when you have to do a slot of Sunday School about mission and it is also a special day eg. Mothering Sunday

Can use groups to break it up.

Some dos and don’ts

Do –

· Have clear message

· Decide what you are talking about

· Be creative

· Be interesting!

· Be concise

· Make sure visual aids can be seen

· Make it relevant to children

Don’t –

· Talk down to children

· Have too much information

· Be long-winded

· Expect children to know what you are talking about

· Use visual aids just for the sake of it – it can backfire.

Hilary Ayling

Highly recommended.

The Mission Zone – an excellent teaching resource (with reproducible activities) about other cultures, mission and how to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Available from OMF for £5.99

