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Welcome to our first ‘electronic’ newsletter, in which Richard Sudworth reflects on 
engagement with people of different faiths in hope not fear, in a postmodern 
Britain, Andrew Smith shares his experiences of bringing Christians and Muslims 
together in peaceful dialogue, Gill Marchant writes on storytelling amongst children 
from other faith backgrounds and Trevor Cooling shares an exciting new project of 
the Stapleford Centre.   Bishop Simon Barrington Ward, Chairman of the Trustees 
of Faith to Faith writes about our future below.  We are always pleased to hear 
from our readers and value your comments and suggestions. 
 
Ann Bower, Administrator 
 
FAITH TO FAITH MOVES INTO A NEW DECADE! 
An announcement from the Trustees and Management Group of Faith to Faith 
  
The Management Group and Trustees of Faith to Faith are delighted to announce that as of 1 August 2007, 
Faith to Faith will become a forum within the Global Connections network (www.globalconnections.co.uk), 
acting as a key resource centre for expertise on other faiths within the structures of Global Connections. This 
restructure offers a positive integration of the resources and ethos of Faith to Faith into a wider network of 
general mission thinking and practice in the UK. Faith to Faith will continue to engage with others beyond the 
Global Connections network whilst working from this vital hub of mission resourcing.  In so doing, we will take 
the Faith to Faith values of a hopeful and relational missionary engagement with other faiths to a new and 
wider audience. 
  
The steering group of the Faith to Faith Forum of Global Connections will comprise the present Faith to Faith 
Management Group and Trustees, plus one or two others; any further changes will be gradual. 
  
Ann Bower, Faith to Faith’s Administrator, will continue to serve as Co-ordinator of the Faith to Faith Forum 
and Resource Centre.  Richard Sudworth, a CMS mission partner, will continue his ministry as a Mission 
Consultant with the 18-30 age group.  He will be exploring closer local and emerging national links whilst 
continuing close association with the new Faith to Faith Forum 
  
Please pray with us as we see through these changes and work out some practicalities.  Although we will 
move to their new Leamington Spa office, please continue for now to use the same address, telephone 
number and e-mail. 

The Right Revd Simon Barrington Ward 
Chairman of the Trustees of Faith to Faith 

What is Global Connections? 
 
Global Connections is a dynamic 
Christian network, bringing 

together a growing number of mission agencies, 
churches, colleges, support services and other groups 
committed to world mission. The network is at an 
exciting time of change and development as it seeks 
to engage with a wide range of people involved in 
mission from, to and within the UK and to see the 
church in the UK equipped and enabled so that we 
see  “mission at the heart of the church, the church at 
the heart of mission”.  Visit their website for further 
background: www.globalconnections.co.uk 
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Please alter your records,  
yet again!  

Royal Mail gave us the wrong 
postcode previously – it should be: 

Faith to Faith, P O Box Number 
13880, Solihull, B93 3DJ 

(This is different from the one 
mentioned in our last newsletter – 

sorry!) 
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FAITH VALUES 
 
Richard Sudworth, Mission Consultant for Faith to Faith writes: 
 
For some, the vast array of options available on the carousel that is postmodern, multicultural Britain is a new 
fact that undermines any notion that any one religion can claim truth for itself. The troublesome thread of this 
argument neglects the nature of the context of the birth of the Christian church: minority status in a multi-faith 
society. The story of God’s people, and let us go back further to remember the slaves in Egypt and the exiles 
in Babylon too, is shaped and informed by the abrasion of struggling with what it means to follow the God of 
the whole world as a vulnerable community in a world of other choices. I would go as far as saying that the 
normative position for Christian discipleship is witness in a context of diversity. The disorientating and 
confusing environment of a post-Christendom nation has much to borrow from the challenges faced by the 
nomadic Abraham attempting to make sense of the peculiar demands of God in the pluralism of Ur. There are 
very contemporary resonances in Paul’s negotiation of the plethora of idols on Mars Hill as he outlines the 
uniqueness of Christ to Gnostics, Epicureans and Stoics. To somehow suggest that the missionary heart of 
the Christian faith is now redundant because of the fact of religious diversity is to sever the church from the 
origins of its life. 
 

An alternative response to the shift that Christians are experiencing from being 
notionally at the centre of privilege in national cultural discourse is to hunker down 
defensively, somehow willing away the reality of other faiths. This temptation is not 
just appealing to some in the few remaining monocultural enclaves of Bible-belt 
Britain. A belief that God somehow wasn’t looking when Britain began to be home to 
Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists and more is a disturbingly common subtext to 
many assumptions about other faiths: “we need to draw a line in the sand: thus far 
and no further”; “if only the church were more powerful and our laws more Christian, 
then the country’s problems would disappear”. These attitudes reflect something of 
a desire to wind the clock back and settle for the ease of privilege and dominance. 
The tension, it seems to me, is to stay faithful to the Christian story that is 

missionary in nature, confident and engaged, but from a position of vulnerability. I’m reminded of the words of 
David Bosch: “We know only in part, but we do know”1. 
 
A key task for church leaders, pastors and teachers then is to equip Christians for just such a dynamic 
engagement with our multi-faith context: a dynamic that can embody a proper humility and infuse an extrovert 
faith. Foundational to this task will be a re-appropriation of the multi-faith milieu of our defining text. This has 
been the conviction behind the recently published CPAS series of Bible studies for church youth groups, 
entitled “Faith Values”. Whilst five of the eight studies examine other faiths, their beliefs and practises 
(Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism and New Age Spiritualities), each session is focussed on a Bible 
passage that serves to inform the nature of a Christian response. The pattern of the studies emphasises 
some of our necessary “learning”: what beliefs and practises can I affirm and bless from within this other 
faith? What challenges are posed by this religion to me as a Christian? This kind of question assumes that 
our context does have something to teach us: that we are not complete and far from being the finished article. 
 
Conversely, we know something, and each study also highlights notable differences between other faiths and 
the Christian tradition. We have a story and a text, a message and a hope and the value of our learning, 
discovery and relatedness is dependent upon our submission to the scrutiny of Jesus’ Lordship in our lives. If, 
as Lamin Sanneh says, the early church has “translation as its birthmark”2, then a springboard for Christian 
discipleship is a creative engagement with diversity. Teaching Christian young people about other faiths, in a 
spirit of curiosity, openness and yet from a rootedness in our story ought not to be an added extra or luxury. 
Nor should it just be the default option of Christian young people hemmed in by the lived reality of plurality in 
our inner cities. Discipleship towards a robust and hopeful encounter with plurality is intrinsic to any 
discipleship. 
 
The Catholic scholar Michael Barnes quotes Ricoeur in noting a necessary “self-constancy and 
responsibility”3 to notions of identity. There is a dual and mutually informative process constitutive of both 
tradition (“self-constancy” with component references to text and doctrine) and incarnation (“responsibility” 
and the discovery and change that comes in relationship). A Christian presence in a world of diversity fails to 
be faithful to its relational and missional DNA if it is preserved in the aspic of tradition and doctrine. 
Conversely, that Christian presence is neutered of defining and empowering life if it loses its reference to 
tradition and doctrine. Richard Bauckham hints at this tension in characterising mission as “movement into 

                                                
1 Bosch, 489 
2 quoted in Bosch, 489 
3 Barnes, 191 
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the ever-new future”.4 There is an inevitable penultimacy, but a confidence in the finality of Jesus’ Lordship 
that is already and not yet. 
 
The Faith Values studies, then, do not seek to provide a comprehensive picture of other faiths but rather give 
compass points that can encourage a confident navigation towards relational encounters. These encounters 
are not shaped in a vacuum, somehow offering an objective place of understanding, should such a place ever 
exist. Instead, the studies repeatedly come back to our text, the Bible, to our tradition and our community, the 
Church. Our story, our understanding of those traditions and the very practise of the Church will be changed. 
The Bible is a dangerous book; God’s calling on His people is a risky and costly path. But a closed and 
predictable discipleship that is removed from what Lesslie Newbigin calls the “public square” is no 
discipleship at all. 
 
Underlying the tone of this engagement with other faiths is hope, not fear. As Michael Barnes put it, “To hope 
is to be ready to be surprised, to be challenged and maybe threatened, yet never to lose a sense that the 
present and future, as much as the past, for all their pain and awfulness, are still of God”.5 I pray that 
Christian youth across Britain may discover the joys of journeying in hopeful and vulnerable relationship with 
those of other faiths faithful to our missionary, incarnational God. 
 
M Barnes   Theology and the Dialogue of Religions (Cambridge: CUP, 2002) 
R Bauckham Bible and Mission: Christian Witness in a Postmodern World (Paternoster Press, 

2003) 
D Bosch  Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission (New York: Orbis 

Books, 1991) 
L Newbigin  The Gospel in a Pluralist Society (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.  Eerdmans Publishing Co., 

1989) 
 
Richard J Sudworth, May 2007 
 

IT’S GOOD TO TALK 
 
Andrew Smith’s work bringing Christians and Muslims together in peaceful dialogue has developed greatly in 
the last 12 years. Here he shares the importance behind this groundbreaking ministry. 
 
It’s not often you get an enthusiastic young person first thing in the morning! But it 
happened to me on a course designed to help 18- to 25-year-old Christians and 
Muslims build friendships and share aspects of both faiths. On the course, a girl 
approached me at breakfast and, despite her bleary eyes, was really excited. ‘I got 
talking to my room mate about prayer and the Holy Spirit at 5 am!’, she exclaimed. 
‘I never thought I’d get to talk like that with a Muslim!’ The previous day, the girl 
had been unsure how to react to the Muslim woman she was sharing a bedroom 
with getting up at 5 am to pray. The situation that followed had gone way beyond 
what the girl expected, but from a position of weakness she had shared something 
of her faith in a very powerful way.  
 
This kind of story has happened fairly regularly in the 12 years I have been working with Scripture Union. I 
joined the movement in 1994 as the schools worker for Birmingham, but within a few short months the work 
developed a focus around the Muslim community, mainly because it was the schools full of Muslims who kept 
inviting me in! In the late 1990s, I attended a couple of Christian-Muslim dialogue events. What I discovered 
were people open to sharing something of their faith in a non-threatening way. But the events were full of 
older people and not particularly exciting! I remember sitting there wondering if this type of event could be 
valuable for young people as well. At that moment, in my head at least, a new ministry for Scripture Union 
was born! It led to the first Faith and Young People event in 2000, where approximately 15 Christian and 15 
Muslim young people met to discuss stereotypes of both religions and how our faith helps us to respond. 
Since then I’ve led about a dozen similar events, mainly in UK but also in Denmark, with the ethos of helping 
Christian and Muslim young people meet, build friendships and explore aspects of our faiths, highlighting 
similarities and differences and expressing everything peacefully.  
 
In recent years, work between Christians and Muslims has increased and national initiatives are now starting 
to emerge. I have recently been appointed Christian Youth Specialist on the national Christian-Muslim Forum, 
which has been set up by Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams and offers both communities an 
opportunity to explore common and different perspectives on issues affecting both Christians and Muslims. It 

                                                
4 Bauckham, 13 
5 Ibid. 185 
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is an exciting opportunity. My role within Scripture Union has also been updated to help me continue to 
develop this ministry. As leader of Youth Encounter, I will continue to run established events such as Faith 
and Young People, but also start new projects to equip other Christians (especially young people) to share 
their faith and minister amongst Muslim young people. For example, one immediate priority for Youth 
Encounter is to get the issues of other faiths firmly on the national agenda for Christian youth work, and work 
is under way to do this.  
 
People often ask if the real aim of these events is to convert people. For some, that is why they come. (One 
Muslim lad spent an entire game of ten-pin bowling trying to convert me to Islam… he lost on both counts!) 
However, it is not an evangelistic event. As a Christian, my heart’s desire is that everyone I ever meet would 
come to know Jesus, but that doesn’t mean that in every conversation I have with another human being I 
should be desperately trying to convert them there and then. Similarly when we run these events, we make it 
clear that while we might want the others to be convinced of the faith we have, the objective is to build 
understanding and friendship.  
 
That’s not to say that these events water down the gospel. One of the main challenges I am determined to 
meet when organising and running initiatives that involve working with Muslims, is to make sure that what we 
do has a firm biblical basis and is done with honesty and integrity. There is a strong biblical theme that 
underpins all that we do. For many young Christians, Muslims are their neighbours and we know from 
Scripture that Jesus said, ‘Love your neighbour.’ In today’s climate, with tensions at school, work or the local 
community, some people might think that Muslims are in fact their enemies. Well, Jesus also told people to 
‘love your enemies!’ When Jesus talked about love, he didn’t just mean an attitude, but a way of life. So 
without meeting Muslims, learning about them and sharing our own beliefs with them, how can we live out 
Jesus’ commands? The events we run enable young Christians to do that in a safe environment. 
 
The effectiveness of bringing together Christian and Muslim young people has been demonstrated to me time 
and again, but one memorable occasion sticks in my mind. A Christian lad who knew no Muslims, nervously 
attended a Faith and Young People event. Yet when a Muslim girl asked if he could explain what the Holy 
Spirit was, he was given a great opportunity. He ended up, at length, sharing his testimony and why Jesus 
died and rose again. The Muslim young people were interested and engaged by what he had to say. They 
may not have been converted, but God certainly worked through this young Christian. I pray that the 
development of my role and the work in general will see God continue to work powerfully through Christian 
young people. 

 

If you work with young people and are interested in developing a ministry of this kind, contact Andrew Smith 

smeeee@scriptureunion.org.uk 
This article first appeared in The Life, Scripture Union’s supporter magazine and is reproduced here with 
permission. For a free subscription call 01908 856161. 
 

 
 
 
 

BIBLE STORIES: KITES OR GLIDERS 
 
Gill Marchant of Scripture Union writes: 
 
In a recent article in the Guardian (27/3/07) Jerome Bruner was quoted as 
saying that ‘storytelling is a vital learning tool’ which enables the strange to 
become familiar.  For those of us in the Christian community and working with 
children this is music to our ears. Here is a highly acclaimed  academic 
recognising what we may know instinctively that stories ( and therefore Bible 

stories) have power to help the listener understand the world they live in and make sense of the world that is 
alien to them. But have you ever wondered how Bible stories impact children who belong to non Christian 
faith communities. In 2005 I undertook some research in a multi faith school in NE London on this very 
subject. 
 
As Scripture Union’s Schools Worker I have been a regular visitor in my local primary schools for nearly ten 
years. For many of the schools visited, including the one in which the research was undertaken, this has 
meant I have led collective worship once a month for the whole of the time the pupils have spent at the 
schools. The format of these ‘assemblies’ is intentionally simple and predicable and revolves around 
storytelling, drawing almost exclusively from stories found in the Bible.  
 
There has been much written about the power of story and its role in understanding what is happening in the 
world and this is echoed in the way our media uses story to advertise products and in the proliferation of 
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soaps and reality TV.  The children I meet although from many other faith backgrounds are regularly 
interacting with the stories of the Bible, which become part of the bank of stories that are drawn on to make 
sense of their world. Does this mean that to tell Bible stories is enough or should we also interpret them to 
help the listener access the ideas, dogma and tenants of Christianity to ensure that they understand what we 
want them to understand. 
 
It became clear from the children’s responses that they remembered the stories told over a long period of 
time. Some were able to list many of the stories highlighting what they meant to them. Not only were the 
children able to remember the stories they were told but when asked to choose a story to retell and discuss 
they showed an amazing ability to reflect on the story in a way that helped them make sense of their own 
lives and gave an insight into their religious understanding.  
 
One of the challenges of allowing the listener to make sense of these stories themselves 
when working with children outside of the Christian faith community is that they are not 
hearing these stories as part of the overarching story of the Bible but are listeners coming 
to stories that have no context but their own. So is it the task of the storyteller to weave into 
the tale an understanding of what it means to the faith community or simply to allow it to 
stand alone?  
 
What is the role of the Holy Spirit? Active in the writing and drawing together of the 
Scriptures and in the life of the church, is he also active in the outworking of that text with these children? Can 
we let the story go as a glider dependent on the wind blowing it where it chooses or should it remain a kite 
allowed to move in the wind but firmly tied to an acceptable interpretation? 
 
Gill Marchant works for Scripture Union. 
 
 

TRANSFORMING LIVES 
 
Trevor Cooling of the Stapleford Centre writes: 

 
Dave Bennett is an RE teacher in a Leicester secondary school. He’s like many 
teachers I have met; committed, likeable, overworked, inspiring, frustrated and, by the 
end of term, exhausted. Watching him teach, I wonder how anyone manages to pour 
such energy into their work for six hours a day, five days a week. Where do the 
resources for this and the preparation, marking, meetings and administration on top of 
teaching come from? 
 
Dave Bennett is also an exceptional teacher. In 2001 he was awarded one of the 
national teachers’ “Oscars” and named as Secondary Teacher of the Year. It is easy to 
understand why his students nominated him when you see his enthusiasm in the 

classroom and his rapport with his pupils. Recently one of his former students wrote an article in a national 
magazine describing how being taught by Dave inspired him to train as an RE teacher. He described Dave as 
“inspirational, passionate and a firm believer in his religion”. The writer is currently at Newman College in 
Birmingham. His name is Muhammad Dhul’fiqar – a Muslim inspired by a vibrant Christian working in a 
secular school. 
 
Dave speaks of his classroom as a sacred space. He adopts an incarnational approach to his ministry as a 
Christian teacher, following Jesus’ methodology of using questions to provoke enquiry. His two best friends 
on the school staff are an atheist and a Sikh. They revel in debating with each other in lessons. In them the 
pupils see modelled robust dialogue in the context of respect and friendship. Christian teachers like Dave are 
at the forefront of the Church’s ministry to children and young people in interfaith environments. They are 
navigating a minefield of professional ethics in the religiously plural, often secularized culture of modern 
schools.  Unfortunately their work is rarely recognised and frequently misunderstood by the brethren in their 
churches. Most Christian teachers I know don’t speak of their professional life on Sundays and Wednesday 
evenings.  It is unlikely to be considered of much significance by those around them. 
 
Dave’s story can be seen on the new Transforming Lives DVD. Transforming Lives is an interdenominational 
initiative sponsored by the Jerusalem Trust to promote teaching as a Christian vocation. Its aim is to recruit 
and support Christian teachers like Dave; people who will transform lives through an incarnational ministry in 
the classroom. This is a demanding role requiring sophisticated missiological skills. To borrow an Anglican 
phrase – the goal of the project is to promote mission-shaped education as a 21st century model for the 
Church. 
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Trevor Cooling is Director of Transforming Lives, which is based at The Stapleford Centre, Nottingham. The 
Transforming Lives DVD can be viewed at www.transforminglives.org.uk.   
 
 

ENCOURAGING EGYPTIANS IN EDINBURGH! 
 
Picture a brightly lit, (usually!) warm hall, full of noise, laughter, chatter and activity on 
a late Saturday afternoon.    Table tennis is extremely popular.  So too are dominoes, 
chess, cards – and Jenga.  Pool is less familiar.  There is plenty of conversation.  
This is no ordinary “club”!   Lots of it is in Arabic, but sitting round tables and over a 
cup of tea, some are speaking English, airing their thoughts about many topics, such 
as their impressions of a city that is completely new to them. 
 
Where is this?   Edinburgh.   Three times a year groups of forty teachers of English 
are sent from Egypt to study curriculum development for twelve weeks at Edinburgh University’s School of 
Education, visiting schools as part of their course.    The majority are Muslim and men far outnumber the 
women.   They find that in addition to having the opportunity to study, to shop (VERY popular!) and sightsee, 
they are warmly welcomed to come to the Nady (Arabic for “Club”) on a late Saturday afternoon.   This came 
to birth after those involved in their social programme realised that they had no common room in their 
accommodation and thus no place to relax together.   A group of Christians from various churches then 
teamed up to volunteer to run the Nady, and for the past four years it has been an invaluable means of 
making friendships across the cultures.  The kilt-trying-on session on the Scottish Night is always a hit!   Most 
seem to like our Irn-Bru! 
 
New leaders (especially men) are needed from the summer term, but only those with a heart for meeting 
Egyptians need apply! 
 
Shirley A. Fraser 
Friends International 
 
 

BOOKS 
 
What does the Holy Qur’an say about Jesus?  A message for Muslims and Christians.  This booklet highlights 
the verses in the Qur’an which describe the special place of Jesus.  Available direct from the author: John 
Martin, 10 De Bohun Court, Saffron Walden, CB10 2BA, johnmartin34@ntlworld.com, cost 50p. 

 
Who is Isa Al-Masih?  A collection of six word pictures from the Holy Qur’an and the Holy Bible, talking of the 
uniqueness of Jesus.   This booklet is available direct from the author: John Martin, 10 De Bohun Court, 
Saffron Walden, CB10 2BA, johnmartin34@ntlworld.com, cost 50p. 
 
Christians and Muslims: The Common Ground and The Great Invitation.  This booklet also by John Martin 
and costing just 50p encourages Christians and Muslims to listen to each other, to affirm what is good and 
true and embrace it, with God’s guidance.  It is available direct from the author at 10 De Bohun Court, Saffron 
Walden, CB10 2BA, johnmartin34@ntlworld.com 
 
Qur’an Course This book, written some years ago for college students and teachers at all levels and which 
has been well used in theological colleges, is still available from the Church Mission Society at a bargain 
price.  Contact: www.info@cms-uk.org 
 
Top Tips on Welcoming Children of Other Faiths by Gill Marchant and Andrew Smith, 
published by Scripture Union. This new publication from Scripture Union is a practical 
guide for churches working, or wanting to work, with children of other faiths. The 
booklet is written by Andrew Smith and Gill Marchant from Scripture Union. Gill and 
Andrew have over 20 years experience of working with Muslim, Sikh and Hindu 
children and this booklet comes out of that experience. Covering topics such as 
'Understanding the Children You Meet', 'School Assemblies', 'Using Stories' and 
'What the Bible Says About Living Amongst People of Other Faiths', this booklet is an 
excellent, and very readable, help for Christians wanting to share their faith through 
words and actions. 
 
It costs just £2.99 and is available either from Christian bookshops or directly from Scripture Union, either via 
the online store at www.scriptureunion.org.uk or by calling 0845 07 06 006. 
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DVD RESOURCE 
 
Friends, Strangers, Citizens?  Life in Britain post  7/7 
This is a new DVD based resource in the Masala Bridgebuilder series, including five short sections with 
comments from community leaders, young people and street vox pops.  Cost £10 from South Asian 
Development Partnership, 020 8770 9717 or office@southasian.org.uk 
 
 
WEB RESOURCES 
 

Faith Values 
From CPAS comes a new resource for youth groups. Faith Values, the latest in the 
CYFA downloadable teaching series, is written by Richard Sudworth of Faith to Faith 
along with Andrew Smith and Gill Marchant from Scripture Union. 
 
It has eight complete teaching sessions for 14-18s on the Bible, Christians and other 
faiths, including Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism and New Age spiritualities. The 
purpose of these sessions is to help young people to be confident and engaged 
Christians, able to relate to a wide range of people, speaking to them and serving them 
as followers of Christ. 
 
It costs £7.00 and can be purchased through the CPAS website www.CPAS.org.uk 

 
Answers to Muslims 
 
Visit http://www.answers-to-muslims.com/ which we notice at the time of composing this newsletter has had 
12,608 ‘hits’ for some up to date answers to questions that Muslims may ask, giving both Catholic and 
Protestant views, similar to Christian Troll’s book, Muslims Ask, Christians Answer, mentioned on the site and 
in our November 2006 newsletter. 
 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Cross Cultural Communication and Counselling in a m ulti cultural society 

 
St Philip’s Centre in Leicester is running a short course, convened by Dr 
Prashantham, an internationally renowned psychotherapist and writer. It runs from 5 
to 6 July at Leicestershire Constabulary HQ, Enderby, LE19 2BX, looking at trust, 

stigma, culture, family dynamics, cultural adaptation to counselling approaches, conflict issues and dynamics 
of diversity.  Cost: £110.  Accommodation can be arranged if required, £35 b&b in a local hotel or £17 in a 
private house.  Details from St Philip’s Centre 0116 2733459 or email: kathy.morrison@stphilipscentre.co.uk 
 
TThhee  CChhaall lleennggee  ooff   Christian Muslim Relations in a Cold Climate 
 
This four day residential course from 7 to 10 November 2007 is designed for people who 
want to learn more about Christian Muslim relations and reflect with others who are 
involved. There will be Christian and Muslim speakers, opportunities for visits and 
looking at resources, time for biblical and personal reflection and themes running through the sessions 
looking at the issues from different perspectives.  Principal: Dr. Philip Lewis, Director: Dr. Helen Reid 
For more information please contact admin@bcdd.org.uk or 01274 488144 
 
In the eye of the storm – moving forward with confi dence 
 
This year’s Global Connections conference from 28 to 30 November will explore what it 
means to look to the horizon of mission and face the challenges of injustice, fundamentalism 
and the temptation to retreat, with a dynamic confidence in the God who leads us into 
mission.   Cost £169 for members and £229 for non members – full details from 020 7207 
2156 or conference@globalconnections.co.uk 
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Islam, the roots, realities and our response 
 
All Nations Christian College is running a course from 3 or 4 to 13 December which 
looks closely at Islam, its historical perspective, apologetics, Christian perceptions, God 
and Christ, Qur’an and Hadith, women and family in Islam, Muslims in Britain, Folk Islam 
and Mission and Da’wa.  Speakers include Colin Chapman, Carol Walker, Martin 
Goldsmith, Tim Green, Howard Jones, Chawkat Moucarry and a Muslim speaker.  
Details from 01920 443500, islamics@allnations.ac.uk 
 

Centre for Islamic Studies symposium 
 

This annual symposium at London School of Theology will take place on Saturday 19 
April 2008. Topic and speakers yet to be confirmed but the day will address an issue of 
current interest with a view to improving Muslim-Christian relations through heightened 
awareness. For further details please contact Lisbet Diers l.diers@lst.ac.uk, tel: 01923 
456160 

 

 
Towards a Christian engagement with the new Muslim presence in England. 
 
This short course to be run between January and May 2008 is taught by Dr Philip Lewis, Principal of Bradford 
Churches for Dialogue and Diversity and author of Islamic Britain and, soon to be published, Young Muslim 
British.  It is a Masters Degree module forming part of the MA in Theology and Ministry at Cranmer Hall, St 
John’s College, Durham and can also be taken as a stand alone module: a great support in reflective practice 
for those working in the field of mission and ministry alongside Muslims. 
 
The module examines different dimensions of the Muslim presence in terms of diverse migration histories, 
demography, location, patterns of leadership, sectarian and ethnic diversity, gender and generational 
changes. It reflects on the emerging pattern of engagement of churches, considering missiological, 
theological and pastoral responses in a variety of distinct contexts and it includes a short study visit in 
Bradford and in Durham.  Details from: Sharon Bavington at BCDD on 01274 488144, admin@bcdd.org.uk 
 
Abrahamic Religions 
 
Heythrop College, University of London, is offering a new BA course in 2007 / 08, in Abrahamic Religions, 
looking at core beliefs and practices of the three faiths: contact admissions@heythrop.ac.uk or 020 7795 
6600 for details. 
 
 

Jewels in his Crown 2008 : this biennial conference for all who are engaged 
in minstry amongst British Asians will take place from 18 to 20 July at Cliff 
College, Derbyshire. 

Faith to Faith works in partnership with the Alliance of Asian Christians, Church Mission Society, the Church Pastoral Aid 
Society, Crosslinks, Interserve – Urban Vision, Scripture Union, South Asian Concern and Trinity College, Bristol.  
Evangelical Alliance, membership number: 115926.  Faith to Faith Trust: Registered Charity No. 1070875  
Chairman of Trustees: The Rt Revd Simon Barrington Ward.  Mission Consultant: Richard Sudworth.  
We are grateful to the Jerusalem Trust and the Sir Halley Stewart Trust for their generous grants.   
 
Faith to Faith is primarily a networking agency which, whilst representing an evangelical Christian position, values and 
works with the variety to be found in the Christian Church.  Items in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of the Management Group. 
 
Donations towards Faith to Faith are always gratefully received; please make your cheque payable to Faith to Faith 
Trust and send it to the address below. 
 
Enquiries should be addressed to Mrs Ann Bower, Administrator, Faith to Faith, P O Box Number 13880, Solihull, B93 
3DJ, +44 (0)121 633 8860, office@faithtofaith.org.uk  www.faithtofaith.org.uk 
 
Faith to Faith complies with the Data Protection Act 1998:  Details on our computer mailing list will not be passed to a 
third party. 
 


