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Welcome to our new Faith to Faith newsletter — a year since the last, although most of you will have had a
number of emails from me in the last twelve months!

Gold is mentioned in the Bible 441 times, according to one website concordance, from Genesis 2:12,
speaking of a land where there is gold, to Revelation 21:21 where the ‘the great street of the city was of
gold, as pure as transparent glass,’ but the Psalmist describes the Lord’s decrees as ‘more precious than
gold, than much pure gold’ (Ps 19: 9-10).

Do we know what a precious thing we have to offer to our friends and neighbours of other faiths and none,
as we strive to share God’s Word and the Lord Jesus, whilst moving amongst them in our different roles?
Obviously it is a life and death matter! In this issue we will hear about sharing that precious ‘gold’ in work
amongst younger people of other faiths, some forthcoming initiatives and some new resources.

Ann Bower, Co-ordinator of the Faith to Faith Forum and Resource Centre

This is like Gold! So said a young man at the recent Global Connections
JeSUS thTOu h| Muslim World Forum, as he picked up a copy of ‘Jesus through Asian Eyes —
sian e | 15 frequently asked questions,” and went on to explain that he had seen
eyes | someone else’s copy a few days before! This little booklet that sells for just
50p plus postage and packing, is ‘selling like hot cakes’ and has been
universally praised, being appropriate both for giving directly to South Asians in
the UK to answer some of the common misconceptions that can stop those of
a South Asian background from coming to saving faith in the Lord Jesus and
also for helping Christians to reach out to their South Asian friends. The
brainchild of Manoj Raithatha of the South Asian Forum of the Evangelical
Alliance, this booklet is the result of many months of work, with input from a
wide variety of people, who have contributed their expertise and advice. To
get a copy or order a large stock, contact Manoj Raithatha on
m.raithatha@eauk.orq .

Explaining the Christian Faith to young people of o ther faiths in the UK
By Dr Andrew Smith, formerly a Scripture Union Schools Worker
Www.Scriptureunion.org.uk and founder of SuU Encounter
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/YouthEncounter and now Director of Interfaith
Relations for Bishop of Birmingham

When did you last spend an hour explaining the mystery and wonder of The
Trinity to 30 Muslims who listen attentively, ask good questions, write down all
the information and with whom you’ll soon spend another hour explaining the
miracle of the incarnation?




As a schools worker, this kind of scenario was a common occurrence. The RE curriculum in England
requires all pupils to learn about Christianity and at least one other faith, consequently schools workers
have a huge opportunity to carefully explain the Christian faith in ways and in language that engages
young people of different faiths. The legislation that governs codes of conduct in schools forbids
proselytising but requires the pupils to gain a deep level of understanding of the Christian faith. This
provides a great opportunity for well trained, good schools workers to meet young people of different faiths
on a regular basis, explain the core tenets of Christian belief and bear witness to their faith through their
actions as well as their words in the school. It also opens doors to many other opportunities such as
assemblies, holiday clubs and going to school events where one sees the pupils and their families in an
informal setting. Furthermore, the legislation applies to primary and secondary schools so one can work
with young people from the age of 4 to16. These are some of the most formative years in a person’s life
where big questions are discussed and attitudes and ideas formed that carry through into adulthood.

The way we discuss faith with young people needs to be appropriate to their age and not just to their faith
background. Churches in the UK have a great tradition of children’s and youth work and the lessons from
that work need to be taken into the world of cross cultural mission. It's increasingly important that those
working with children and young people learn to do good youth and children’s work in order to share the
Good News of Jesus in the most appropriate way with whoever we meet.

BAYNet
By Pall Singh, a CMS Mission Partner, www.cms-uk.org and Chair of BAYNet

BAYNet is a network of individuals, churches and agencies working with
young British Asians, including Church Mission Society, East West Trust,
Naujavan, South Asian Concern, Scripture Union and World Harvest
Mission, amongst others.

We meet three to four times a year at CMS Oxford to support one another
in mission and discipleship amongst Asian young people. The group plans
an annual leaders’ conference in partnership with Naujavan in November
and works closely with South Asian Forum which is part of the Evangelical
Alliance. Last year 35 youth workers attended the day conference on the
theme of ‘working together to share the message'.

The new Baynet website has giventhe group an identity and helps

to sign-post leaders to the various exciting events and resources to equip them in youth ministry. It will be
an excellent tool for communication and raising the profile of Asian youth work in the UK do take a look:
www.baynet.org.uk

Naujavan Charged
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Naujavan Charged, aims to connect, train and support young British Asian leaders and those working with
young Asian people! It provides a place to meet others, discuss relevant topics and learn more about
serving those in the local area!



There is a strong focus on figuring out what the Bible has to say on areas of leadership, as well discussing
the practical outworking! There's space for worship and ministry too, and time to build links with others
from around the country.

The next Naujavan Charged runs from 10.30am to 3.30pm, on Saturday 12 November in Oxford. Check
out the website www.9javan.co.uk to book.

~————

OPPORTUNITIES

Asian Mission Partnership Day
an opportunity to build partnerships

for reaching South Asians South
Saturday 26 November 2011, 10am to 4pm, A sian
(Registration 9.30am) Forum
Keynote speaker: Steve Uppal Evangelical Alliance

(Senior Leader at All Nations Christian Centre, Wolverhampton) connecting, uniting, representing

Last year we told you that Jewels in His Crown was intending to run some one-day events: since then we
have started to work in partnership with the newly formed South Asian Forum of the Evangelical Alliance
to run some day conferences. Having run a very successful event in September, attracting some 88
participants, we are planning a further event in Wolverhampton on 26 November ...

Do join us to hear Steve Uppal and other practitioners sharing their experience and good practice in
reaching South Asians in the UK with the Gospel of Christ. The day will include the launch of some new
resources, including the Jesus through Asian Eyes booklet mentioned above.
There will also be opportunities to meet others of all levels of experience and form
partnerships for outreach.

Christian church leaders and church members are all welcome.

Venue: All Nations Christian Centre, Temple Street, Wolverhampton, WV2 4AQ.
(www.allnations.org.uk/info/location)

Booking is essential on www.globalconnections.co.uk/amp1111

Admission is free and there will be an opportunity to contribute towards the cost of : ,
the day which is about £10 per person, including an Indian lunch. Steve Uppal

Details: www.jewelsinhiscrown.co.uk and www.eauk.org/saf

Islamics course, allnations, Ware, Herts

As a post-Christian, missionary religion, Islam is seen today, more than ever

before, as the main challenge to the Christian faith. This course aims to train ” t )
Christians to respond to this challenge in a way that is biblical, sensitive, informed d n_a. |0n5
and bold. The course, from 6 December 2011 for ten days, is designed for those training for mission
who have a particular interest in Muslim people. If you are currently involved in or preparing to work in
Muslim countries or among ethnic minorities in the West, or if you are simply interested in studying Islam,

then you will find this course invaluable. Apply to Mrs Katharine Shaw, allnations, Easneye, Ware, SG12
8LX or check out: www.allnations.ac.uk




Centre for Islamic Studies: London School of Theolo gy

The vision of the Centre for Islamic Studies (CIS) is to serve the Church,

C?—;(%LJEF to be an effective and invaluable resource base and to provide excellent
E -ﬁ_EQ_(-JfJT academic training to students, churches, schools and individuals who
want to increase their understanding of Islam, and Christian-Muslim
relations. The CIS provides lectures, seminars and intensive courses, on
a fee-paying basis, to individuals, churches and other agencies interested in Islam and Christian-Muslim

relations. For more information email: cis@Ist.ac.uk
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MORE RESOURCES FOR YOUI!

It seems to have taken many months to gather together and sort through the many
recommendations of numerous resources that our readers and others find helpful as they
endeavour to share the Gospel of Jesus with those of other faiths in the UK. It seems that we
do indeed have a treasure chest of facilities to enable us to fulfill our various callings in ministry
and mission in this area of work. Whilst the master list includes 186 recommendations, there will
certainly be many more and we will be happy to add more when we hear of them. So, with the
understanding that the list is never going to include everything, we invite you to have a look at
the Faith to Faith Resources Centre: www.globalconnections.co.uk/faithtofaithresources

BOOKS AND RESOURCES

Notes for the journey —
Following Jesus, staying South Asian

This new book from South Asian Concern, addresses some
crucial issues as it explores what it means to be a follower of
Jesus and a South Asian, looking at areas such as culture,
family, community and goals and priorities. Edited by C
Rasiah and Robin Thomson, this book sits very well with the
newly produced booklet ‘Jesus through Asian Eyes,
mentioned above, either as a guide for those discipling a new
believer or for taking the seeker or new believer a little deeper
into the issues explored — well worth the cost price of £5.99
and available from www.southasianconcern.org




Sharing Faith the Jesus Way

Written by Jim Currin, a Church Army evangelist and Secretary for
Evangelisation at Churches Together in England, to help those who struggle to
share their faith, this book explores ways of sharing our faith in different ways
with different people, depending on their individual situations and the Holy Spirit's
leading: so following the examples of Jesus as He shared the Good News of the
Kingdom with a variety of people, knowing their real needs and concerns. Jim’s
book is available for £7.99 from The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) at
www.brfonline.org.uk

Dear Abdullah —
Eight questions Muslim people ask
about Christianity

This straightforward and helpful book by Robert
Scott, based on several years of experience,
explores good answers to common questions that
his Muslim friends have discussed with him over
the years. He equips ordinary Christians to tackle
conversations about faith with their Muslim
friends, with confidence and competence. This
book is available for £7.99 from Kitab Books,
www.kitab.org.uk

Reaching Muslims — a one stop guide
for Christians

This is a very through and well written book by
Nick Chatrath for all Christians who wish to
develop positive and genuine friendships with
Muslims and to share their faith sensitively. It
looks closely at beliefs and issues giving clear
and helpful suggestions and answers. Colin
Chapman writes of the book: Here is an excellent
short readable and down to earth guide which
starts where most Christians are at and shows us
how to go further in developing genuine relationships with our Muslim Neighbours. Available for £7.99
from Kitab Books, www.kitab.org.uk

Between Naivety and Hostility
— uncovering the best Christian Responses to Islam in Britain

Some three years in the making and many hours in the developing, this book is a collection of thought—
provoking essays on topics essential to all whose lives bring them into contact with Muslims and who wish
to be able to understand their Muslim friends and their backgrounds. This book, edited by Steve Bell and
Colin Chapman, contains the wisdom and experience of twenty recognised Christians who are involved in
Muslim-Christian relations in Britain. The hard issues are addressed head-on and we are shown how to
avoid naivety and hostility by acting Biblically and in the spirit of Jesus Christ. Available for £7.00 from
Kitab Books, www.kitab.org.uk




Friendship First, course pack

The original manual ‘Friendship First’ written by Steve Bell provided a simple and
yet informative guide to help all Christians who wished to build relationships with
Muslims to overcome some of the barriers and concerns that they had about
feeling ignorant of Islam and causing offence. With Tim Green’s considerable
work in turning this into an interactive course for groups, we now have an even
more useful resource for helping Christians in building relationships with Muslim
people and to seeing those friendships grow, gaining confidence to share Jesus
with Muslim friends. The pack including a Leader’'s Guide and DVDs is available
for £39.95 from Kitab Books, www.kitab.org.uk

The Faith to Faith forum of Global Connections

SUPPORTING CHRISTIANS IN RELATING TO OTHER FAITHS

Faith to Faith, a Christian consultancy and network of individuals, groups and churches, became part of the

Global Connections network in August 2007 as a Forum and Resource Centre on other faiths in the UK. We

continue to offer expertise and courses for Christians who wish to engage with people of other faiths and we
are planning more web-based material in the near future within the Global Connections website.

Faith to Faith Forum and Resources Centre Co-ordina  tor, Mrs Ann Bower
To be added to the mailing list, contact Ann as below.

Global Connections is registered in England & Wales as the Evangelical Missionary Alliance as
a company limited by guarantee having no share capital,
Company number 3886596, Registered Charity number 1081966
Global Connections, Caswell Road, Leamington Spa CV31 1QD
01926 487755, abower@aglobalconnections.co.uk, www.globalconnections.co.uk

The contents of this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views of the Faith to Faith Steering Group or
Global Connections, who also cannot be held responsible for the content of other websites apart from the
Global Connections site.




