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Welcome to the summer Faith to Faith Forum newsletter.   We start with an interesting and possibly challenging 
Biblical reflection from Ray Porter of Oakhill College and who is also a Global Connections Board Member; then we 
have a thought provoking account of new churches started amongst people of different cultural, faith and language 
backgrounds and a telling reminder that the needs of the next generation and in particular their better command of 
English, can require a further change to the way in which they wish to worship and possibly integration into the host 
church.  We have also included reviews of two major events in Bradford: an address from Colin Chapman and a 
regional Jewels in his Crown event.  Do look on page 8 for details of our next Faith to Faith event, on 5 October! 
 

Ann Bower, Co-ordinator of the Faith to Faith Forum and Resource Centre 
 

“If only Ishmael might live under your blessing?” 
A Biblical reflection from the Revd Ray Porter, Director of World Mission Studies, 
Oakhill College www.oakhill.ac.uk looking at Genesis 16:1-16; 17:23-27; 21:8-21 
 
As Christians we seem to have special difficulties when it comes to talking about 
Islam. It is the only major faith that originates after the coming of Jesus. It also 
disconcertingly shares vocabulary and concepts with Christianity even though they 
are also strangely different. Its status in relationship to Christianity is similar to that 
of Judaism, although unlike Judaism, we cannot point to any Biblical evidence that 
the Qur’an has the same level of inspiration as the Old Testament.  
 
I want to address here the question whether there is any special reason why we 
should be concerned about the people who count themselves as the followers of 
Mohammed. Is there anything Biblical that demands our attention? Some Christian 
organisations do not talk so much about evangelising Muslims, but would say that 
we must mount a counter attack against the advances of Islam before this country 

is taken over. Some would say that we must evangelise and convert Muslims, but that is with the fear that if we 
don’t they may convert us. Others may see Islam as the antichrist and as the next foe to be conquered by 
advancing Christianity. They will speak about the collapse of communism (that other Christian heresy) and urge us 
to pray that Islam may be defeated in the same way. Very often these scarifying tales tip over into racialist attitudes 
that have no part in the Christian church. 
 
I want to approach the subject in a different way primarily through passages like the one we read from Genesis and 
then next week go on to Galatians 4. The heartlands of Islam are in Saudi Arabia and amongst the Arab people. All 
who become Muslims align themselves with a faith that is revealed in Arabic 
with a sacred book and prayers in that language. Their Arab heritage is part of 
their faith. If you ask who the first Muslim was, the answer will be Adam. If you 
trace the line of belief it will come through Abraham and Ishmael. Ibrahim is 
the father of Islam as much as he is the father of the Jewish people or we who 
are adopted into his family and profess a faith like his. Most of the time we 
quite rightly concentrate on the main lines of the Biblical story, but at times a 
journey down one of the branch lines can be profitable. 
 
What is the place of Ishmael in God’s purposes? 
 
He is a son of Abraham 
The story of Abraham’s one night stand with Hagar is a sorry story of unbelief 
and culture working as a substitute to God’s provision. Abraham listened to his 
wife as Adam had listened to Eve and like him went astray in not believing the word of God. The fact the Hagar 
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was a Egyptian and had presumably entered Abraham’s family as one the gifts that Pharaoh had given Abraham 
when he had designs on Sarah, should have alerted Abraham that if he were to follow culture custom and have a 
son by a Sarah substitute, maybe this woman was not the best choice! Subsequent readers of the text are alerted 
by the mention that she is an Egyptian that there may be trouble ahead.  
 

That Hagar conceives immediately was surely a sign to them that this 
stratagem of Sarah’s is the right one. One of the great emphases of 
Genesis is that the God who promises that he will bless the 
descendents of Abraham is the God of fertility. He is the one that 
opens and closes wombs. We might want to say that Abraham and 
Hagar discover that fertility is no problem for them, but in the context of 
the text we cannot produce just a natural explanation. Here is a 
conception permitted of God. And the child does not miscarry but is 
born fit and healthy. 
 
The path to birth is not a smooth one however for Hagar. Sarah quickly 
sees the consequences of pandering for her husband and doesn’t like 
it. Hagar flaunts her fertility before the sterile Sarah.  And Sarah begins 
to mistreat her so that Hagar runs away under her persecution. Then 
for the first time we see the direct intervention of God and his speaking 

to Hagar. How few people in the story hear the direct voice of God? This is the first direct indication that God has a 
concern for Hagar and the child in her womb despite the unbelief that occasioned the conception. This is not time 
for there to be a separation from Abraham and Sarah, but rather a return to Abraham’s family. This is the son of 
Abraham. Three times in 16.15 it is emphasised that this is Abraham’s son. The blessing that is to be given to 
Ishmael will be worked out initially in the Abrahamic family and it is there that Ishmael will receive the covenantal 
sign of circumcision. He is the son of the man to whom God made great promises. He promised that Abraham 
would be the father of many nations (12.1-3). God told him that through him all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed. Ishmael is part of that blessing. And Abraham prays for a blessing on this son. It is one of the significant 
parts of the Abraham story – the blessings that come to the nations through this one man and his prayers. 
 
But Ishmael is not the son of promise 
Abraham’s sin of unbelief was not God’s abandonment of his promises. Ishmael is not the son in whom the 
blessings would be fully fulfilled. Isaac was born to his wife Sarah. This was the promised son. This was the line 
through which God was going to reveal himself. It was from this line that Jesus the Saviour would be born.  
 
In chapter 21 Ishmael is cast out of the family with his mother Hagar because of the hostility of Sarah to this 
reminder of her years of barrenness and the jealousy that her husband had fathered this other boy.  
 
But God does not abandon Hagar and Ishmael 
God cares for Hagar and Ishmael in the wilderness. The promise that he would be a great nation is repeated. The 
writer of Genesis notes the fulfilment of this and later records (25:12-18) his descendants. It is at this point that we 
enter into the story of Jacob and Esau and the replaying of 
the sibling rivalry in the next generation.  
 
It is interesting that in chapter 28 when Jacob snatches 
away from Esau the blessing of Abraham and Isaac, Esau 
asks whether there is another blessing that Yahweh will give 
to the descendants of Abraham. The blessing that Isaac 
then gives is almost identical to that of Ishmael. It is not the 
spiritual blessing that Isaac and Jacob receive, but one of 
material blessing that also come from the God of Abraham. 
There are two nations in the world that claim descent from 
Abraham. The Jews claim it through Isaac and the Arabs 
through Ishmael. The promise that is given to Ishmael 
promises hostility and we see that continuing. The 
Ishmaelites have received the blessing of earthly prosperity, 
but not the spiritual blessing that comes through Isaac. 
These are those who now profess Islam. Should we not now 
show them kindness as the children of Abraham even as 
God does? 

THE INTEGRATION OF FAITH TO FAITH  
UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF 

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS: 
 

Please note that we are no longer using our old 
Faith to Faith P O Box address or the old e-mail 
or telephone number from two years ago; so you 
should make sure that your records are correct 
as per the details at the end of this newsletter. 

 
Our database: 

 
We are still in the process of transferring the  

Faith to Faith contact details to the main  
Global Connections database, where you will be 

shown as a member of the  
Faith to Faith forum of Global Connections. 

Britain, a Christian 
Country?  Faiths, 
Identity and 
Insecurity   
Have you booked yet? 
See page 8 … 
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God has a concern for individuals not concepts 
Hagar and Ishmael were not the receivers of the covenant promises. But God has a great concern for them in 
Genesis. Not only are there promises of future material blessings on Ishmael, but we see God protecting the 
rejected Hagar and her son. Hagar has a special name for God – he is the God who sees her (16.13). The wonder 
of the God of Abraham is that he cares for an individual young woman and her son. It is this concern for individuals 
in the Biblical stories that is a guide to our priorities. In is interesting how many members of groups of people who 
are excluded from the covenant promises by their inheritance who are brought by special means into knowledge of 
God and the enjoyment of his blessings. Think of Rahab the Canaanite prostitute or Ruth the Moabite widow. It is 
not so much that we need Synod resolutions to evangelise Muslims, but we need to capture the love of God for 
individual Muslims in the same way that he cared for the forsaken Hagar.  
 
Some years ago I visited a couple who professed a desire to serve God in Thailand. They had a general idea about 
working with Thais. I found that they had not spoken to a Thai woman who lived in the same street. It is not a 
concern for the salvation of the descendents of Ishmael as block or concept. It is rather the extending of the love of 
God to individuals whom we meet.  
 
I pastored a church in Indonesia of 1200 people where two thirds of the members were those who had come out of 
Islam to Christ. Part of the process of evangelism had been set by one of my predecessors. He had said to the 
congregation that each one had a responsibility to present Christ to those with whom they worked –school teachers 
to school teachers, army personnel to army personnel etc. I had teachers in the congregation who had been led to 
Christ by another teacher, soldiers led to Christ by other soldiers etc. This wasn’t the evangelism of Muslims; it was 
showing the love of God to individuals they knew and worked with.  
 
Yes God does have a concern for the descendents of Ishmael and we should show this concern in the loving 
relationships we establish with individuals.  
 
 
Mission at the Heart of a Movement 
 
Dick Whitehouse of the Fellowship of Churches of Christ writes for us: 
 
The Fellowship of Churches of Christ in the UK is a network of some 34 congregations that this year celebrates its 
30th anniversary. The network was formed when the majority of the existing Church of Christ congregations joined 
the then recently formed URC. The new Fellowship consisted of 25 more independently-minded congregations 
who, at the same time, felt the need to band together to assist one another in mission. Since those early days, nine 
mainly small churches made up of older people closed, but over the years the remaining group more than doubled 
the number of congregations.  
 
About three years ago, the Fellowship decided to engage in an ambitious programme to plant ten more 
reproducing churches by the year 2010 and we are already on target with five new churches in process. Added to 
that, some of our existing churches fell on such hard times that it was necessary to reinvent them – virtually to 
replant within existing church structures. One example of this is our Ilford congregation which had sunk to about 
five or six members.  This church was well financed because it lets out part of the premises on a daily basis to a 
children’s nursery and on Saturdays to a commercial group that helps immigrant kids to improve their SATs ratings. 
The church was approached by a group of Tamil Christians for the use of the premises on Sunday afternoons – a 
request that the church was glad to grant. Three years on and the children of Tamil Christian families wish to 
worship in English, so they have joined the host morning congregation as have some Ghanaians. This has now 
become an international church which may in the future merge with the main Tamil congregation. 

 
We have also been approached by an Ethiopian national evangelist who has recently 
planted one congregation in Sheffield and a second one in Leeds, to join our network. We 
anticipate that in the future a similar pattern might emerge, as children of these churches no 
longer want to worship in Amharic but in English.  Our first contact with the founding pastor 
came through Together in Mission’s MA in Missional Leadership course which is largely 
staffed by Church of Christ personnel. Two of our ministry team also teach for Birmingham 
Christian College and one of their students who is a Ghanaian pastor is currently launching 
an expatriate West African congregation in the Washwood Heath area of the city. 

 
As two members of our Church Planting Task Group assessed mission opportunities in a town south of 
Birmingham a surprising development took place. They prayer-walked a wealthy upper middle class housing 
development with a view to planting a church. They felt that as their were no social spaces such as parks nor any 
public meeting places such as a community hall or even a clinic or school to meet in it would require a wealthy 
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church planter who could buy one of the houses. As we don’t have this kind of resource, their attention was drawn 
to a nearby area where lots of Polish Immigrants have settled. They believed God was calling their attention to a 
national need and so approached European Christian Mission and Global Connections in partnership with whom a 
Polish outreach consultation was set up in Coventry, last December. The ripples from this joint initiative are still 
flowing outwards. We still haven’t begun work amongst Poles in the original town where the idea sprang up, but 
one of our churches in the Chester has taken on a Polish couple and is tentatively reaching out, whilst one of our 
churches is sending a cell group to work at an outreach youth camp in Poland this summer. 
 
All of this suggests that if mission is at the heart of a movement, God will provide the opportunities to make it 
happen! 
 
 
Reports: 
 
A Call to Mission – Cross and Crescent 
Mission in a Muslim Context: Joys, opportunities, f ears and frustrations 
Lecture given by the Revd Colin Chapman on 15th May  2009 
 
People gathered at St Augustine’s Church in Bradford to hear from Colin Chapman on a very wet Friday evening. 
Colin gave an inspiring address that was well-researched, relevant and a call to action. At the outset, Colin said 
that he would be speaking about the ‘big picture’ of mission and not telling people what they should be doing in 
their own context. During the time of question and answer at the end, we were enabled to think through how we 
might apply what we had learnt in Yorkshire. 
 
Colin began by addressing current issues that might give rise to fear, such as the ‘Muslim demographics’ YouTube 
video, shari’a law in Britain and the ‘Olympic Mosque’. He provided factual information on these topics and 
encouraged us always to do our own research, not simply to believe what we are told or might read on the internet. 
He spoke of his concerns that there is scaremongering over ‘Islamisation’ in the media generally but also even 
within the Christian community. We must not fall into this demonising of Islam, but be committed to challenging it.  
 
He also highlighted his own concern that Christians are giving up the idea of mission among Muslims feeling it is all 
too difficult or ‘out of bounds’. He reminded us that it is our calling and that there is a need for the Gospel to be 
heard. Moreover, Colin spoke encouragingly about signs of hope ranging from A Common Word, new 
developments in the Middle East peace process and the growing movement of Muslim disciples of Christ around 
the world.  
 
The range of signs of hope Colin mentioned illustrated his stated approach to mission among Muslims as including 
dialogue and evangelism. In this regard, he urged us find many ways to engage with Muslims including to keep 

building relationships with Muslims and working jointly for justice and peace issues. A 
point for us at BCDD was the challenge to educate and train Christians in every 
church and congregation to know about Islam and to build relationships with Muslims.  
 
In his conclusions, Colin drew our attention to the prayer of the Early Church in Acts 
4:29-30: ‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs 
and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus’. 
 
He commented on this by saying that we must pray for God’s help to play our part in 
mission, and pray that God will bless people in wonderful and unexpected ways, 
beyond anything we could do or hope for ourselves. 
 
A report from Dr Helen Reid of the Bradford Churches for Dialogue and Diversity 

 
 
Walking with Jesus in the streets of the UK 
A regional Jewels in His Crown  event in Bradford –report from Robin Thomson, South Asian Concern 
 
Asian Christians have a vital contribution to make to the church in the UK, as it reaches out in missi on.  
And regular network meetings are important for enco uragement and mutual commitment to work together. 

This was the message of the first Jewels in His Crown regional day conference, held in partnership with St Paul’s 
Church, Manningham, Bradford on 9 May 2009.  It brought together around 70 people from across the north of 
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England (including Bradford, Huddersfield, Sheffield, Nottingham, Derby, Preston, Blackburn, Nelson, Leigh, 
Warrington). There were also visitors from London, Birmingham, Chichester and Southampton. 

Young people played a key role in the day, with Daud and Yusuf Mughal leading worship, the group ‘3:16’ 
performing a dance and a group of 15 taking part in the workshop on developing the role of young people in the 
church. 

Johnson Paul from Nottingham challenged the audience to remember its mission, as he preached on the 
conference theme: Walking with Jesus in the streets of the UK .  Our mission is based on a relationship with 
Jesus, who calls us to serve where people are.  The suffering, discrimination and frustrations of Jesus’ day are still 
a reality today.  As Jesus fed 5000 through his disciples; so he calls us to take his authority and bring blessing to 
the nation, remembering why he has brought us here. 

The conference spent time in four workshop groups discussing significant issues for the region: persecution and 
asylum seekers, prison and court chaplaincies, integration in the wider church, and the role of young people in the 
church.  Each group shared three action points and three prayer points focussing on: 

·  Persecution and asylum seekers 
·  Prison and court chaplaincies 
·  Developing the role of youth in the church 
·  Integration in the wider church 
 
“We have been reminded how much we can offer the larger church”, said Canon Arun John, summing up. “It has 
also been a big encouragement to have young people taking such a prominent role today.  We need to continue to 
network together like this.” 

The conference concluded with a fellowship meal and time for feedback, reflection and prayer.  It was agreed by all 
that a larger follow up conference was essential. 

The next Jewels in His Crown regional day conference is scheduled in London on 23 January 2010 and the 
weekend conference will be held from 25 to 27 June 2010 at Swanwick – more details below. 

 
Resources 
 
Word of Life 2010 calendars 
Are you involved with sharing God's Word with people of other faiths and none? These Word of 
Life calendars feature attractive photos from around the world, with words of wisdom from the 
book of Proverbs and the New Testament. They point to Christ, but are not "in your face". They 
are available in two languages - English combined with one other language, either Arabic, 
Bengali, Chinese, Gujarati, Kurdish, Persian, Punjabi, Somali, Tamil, Turkish or Urdu. Their high 
quality makes them a welcome gift; their low price means you can give them widely (especially 
with our early-order discount until July). Visit www.word.org.uk/resources or contact Word of Life, 
PO Box 14, OLDHAM, OL1 3WW, 0161 628 4051info@word.org.uk   
               (2009 sample) 

The Online World Directory of Missionary Training  

In 1995, under the auspices of the WEA Mission Commission and the International 
Missionary Training Fellowship (now the International Missionary Training Network) 
Ray Windsor published the World Directory of Missionary Training Programmes: a 
catalogue of over 500 missionary training programmes from around the world.  The 
expense of updating and printing new catalogues did not permit this book to be 
published as a print resource again. But now, 14 years later, the IMTN is re-
introducing the concept.   
 
Ian Benson, the IMTN’s new Associate Director of Information Service, brings to us 
a hefty resource – The Evangelical Training Database. This collaborative effort 
offers a searchable collection of missionary training programmes.  Dedicated 
missionary training programmes and theological degree programmes with a 
missiological major or minor are welcome to become a part of the new World 
Directory of Missionary Training. 
One advantage of this registry is that institutions can easily update their own 

information and provide as much, or as little contact information as they desire.  Even though this database offers 
free self-registration and maintenance of data, controls are in place to ensure that these schools exist and are 
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properly categorised.  Although there are many schools and programmes listed in the TraingforChrist.org database, 
the process of adding legitimate programmes to the World Directory of Missionary Training has just begun.  To 
have your courses registered on the Evangelical Training Database, go to www.TrainforChrist.org and click on the 
‘World Missionary Training Directory’ under ‘Evangelical Associations.’  More details from: Ian Benson, 
International Missionary Training Network, World Evangelical Alliance Missions Commission, Tel. +44 20 7932 
0728, E-mail: IBenson@theIMTN.org 
 
 
Books 
 
The Imam’s Daughter  by Hannah Shah isbn 978-1-8460-4147-1, pub. Rider (Random House) 2009  
A Review by the Revd John Ray of the Springfield Project, Birmingham 
 
Hannah Shah has given us an extraordinary and beautifully written personal story of a young girl’s escape from her 
abusive past; but The Imam’s Daughter is much more than that.  It should be required reading for women working 
cross culturally with Muslims. 
 

 Hannah was born into a British Pakistani family in the North of England in what can 
truly be described as a ghetto situation.  Her father, the community Imam, who 
sexually abused her from the age of five, was - or rather is - a brutal and evil man.  
The author is careful to state what should be obvious, that this is her personal story 
and not a condemnation of the Pakistani community or of Islam. This is important, as 
there are many, blind enough to the vacuity of western society, for whom such a book 
could serve to reinforce belief that it represents a true and typical picture of a whole 
community. Thus she makes the point that there are many Muslim women growing up 
in Britain who live independent and liberated lives and imams who have an extremely 
positive influence on their communities.  However, the determination of her family and 
‘the community’ to close ranks, in denial of the abuse which was known or suspected, 
may be not untypical. Much remains hidden in many ways for fear of dishonouring 
Islam.  The failure to rescue her extended to the ‘Asian’ social worker who betrayed 
her to her father when he was brought in to ‘help’ by her ‘culturally sensitive’ Head 
Teacher.  We are reminded of the vital role of wise Christian school teachers.  
 
Her last minute escape from being flown to Pakistan for marriage, the account of the 

mob headed by her father literally after her blood, and the ten year catalogue of rape, make for a chilling story.  It is 
all told in such a way that we share in the life of a maturing schoolgirl who makes us privileged observers of God’s 
power to rescue and remake what has been damaged.  Cultural factors such as deceit and collusion among 
siblings, sons’ privileges, and dual cultural tensions are perceptively reflected.   
 
Importantly there are wider lessons for us westerners, Christian and other, who still do not understand the manner 
of our cultural collusion with the deception we have for forty years encouraged.  Many younger British Muslims long 
to escape the straitjacket of honour and shame, and some will find the path that Hannah has followed, but it is for 
British society as a whole that Hannah fears. Her book, quoting Koestler and Hirsi Ali, is thus published on the 
secular market.  She concludes with a prophetic warning:  ‘Freedom to believe as the individual sees fit – or not to 
believe, for that matter – is a defining feature of civilisation. If we no longer have the willingness or strength to 
defend people’s freedom of choice in religion, then we have lost the very foundation of our civilisation.  And that 
way, intolerance and totalitarianism lies.’ 
 
Read it and buy it for your friends. 
 
Do take a look at Hannah’s website: www.hannahshah.com where you will see lots of helpful contacts, book lists 
and sources of advice. 
 
Light out of Darkness , by Clive Thorne of Lighthouse International Christian Church, 
available from: Kuldip Rajo, k.rajo@sky.com, www.lighthouseicc.org.uk, cost £5 including 
post and packing.  
 
Clive Thorne looks back on the last 25 years and describes how much God has done to bring 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Asian Community in Southampton.  This book is full of 
anecdotes and describes the prayer and reliance on God that went on over that time, to 
establish such movements as Southampton Asian Christian Outreach, the Lighthouse 
International Christian Church, the Women’s work and especially the Naujavan youth 
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venture.  The text is straight from Clive, as he would describe the events in discussion; so that the reader is able to 
journey with him as he prays, waits, hopes and grows in his own walk with God, whilst seeing Him at work in so 
many small miracles.  
 
Mosque Sermons: A Listener for the Preacher  by The Rt Revd Kenneth Cragg, at £15 per copy plus £1.85 UK 
delivery.  Richard Sudworth (Mission Consultant, Faith to Faith, www.distinctlywelcoming.com) has sent us the 
following details.  He writes:  
 
These ‘Sermons’ were never preached in the mosque - not yet. But they could well have been. They follow closely 
the content of many occasions of verbal meeting in mosques, madrasahs and universities from Madras to 
Casablanca, from early years in Beirut, Jerusalem, Baghdad, and then, after 1956, more widely in the Sub-
Continent, West Africa or from Durban to Chicago. How better to "unlock the locks" than where Scriptures most 
tellingly belong, where mosques are most loyally engaging in the art and theme of a faith at worship?’ 
For a copy of this new and invaluable contribution from Kenneth Cragg, email: melisende@btinternet.com for 
payment details. 
 
My Friend Imran – Christian-Muslim Friendship , a Grove Book from Dr Andrew Smith Leader of Youth 
Encounter for Scripture Union, £ 3.50, isbn 978-1-85174-716-0, pub. Grove Books Ltd 2009, 
www.grovebooks.co.uk 
 
This small but very useful book explores how having Muslim friends can influence Christians.  It opens up 
discussion and looks for Biblical resources to inform and shape encounters between Christian and Muslim young 
people, as the author draws from a wealth of experience of bringing together Muslim and Christian young people 
over several years and gently shares helpful advice and lessons learn. 
 
 
Events and Opportunities 
 
AWM Summer outreach 
AWM is looking for team members for work amongst children and in parks, from 4 to 
24 July 2009.  Details from: Open Door Friendship Centre, beram@gmx.ch or 
Elsie Maxwell on e.maxwell@ukonline.co.uk 
 
What is Islam?  How do I share my faith with Muslim s? 
Arab World Mission is offering a course in London from 7 to 9 July 2009, for Christians who want to be informed 
and involved.  The cost £80 (Waged) £60 (Unwaged and full time Christian workers), includes tuition, course notes, 
materials and refreshments, but overnight accommodation is not included and participants will need to bring their 
own lunch.  Deposit of £20 per person to: Arab World Ministries, PO Box 51, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 
0ZQ, 01509 239 525 email awmuk@awm.org   
 
Japan Weekend Conference  
Selvan Anketell writes: Taking place at Redcliffe College, Gloucester 
from 17 to 19 July 2009, this year's JCL Japan conference promises to 
be one to remember! As well as the opportunity to attend focused 
workshops on subjects like understanding Japanese culture, barriers to 
faith, being a missionary in Japan, and ideas and resources for 
outreach, we have two great key speakers visiting from Japan. Hugh 
Brown works among hardened criminals and members of the Japanese 
mafia at Kobe prison and Koichi Kawamura was a businessman for 
many years before becoming a pastor. He now leads an expanding 
church in rural Shikoku. Both have many years' experience of working and witnessing as Christians in difficult 
environments in Japan. Their contributions promise to be lively, thought-provoking and challenging.  
  
As usual there will be plenty of opportunity to meet old and new friends, to network and to learn from others 
involved with Japan and Japanese outreach. Our literature stall will have our widest selection yet of Japanese 
Christian literature. 
  
All this takes place from 17-19 July at Redcliffe College in the beautiful cathedral city of Gloucester, close to the 
city centre and easily accessed by public transport.  Details available from:  Japan Christian Link, 01732 455453 or�
www.jclglobal.org 
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Britain, a Christian Country?  Faiths, Identity and  Insecurity 
An event from the Faith to Faith Forum 
Monday 5 October 2009, 10.30am to 3.30pm  
 
Stuart Murray Williams and Philip Lewis will be our guest speakers at this 
event, which aims to explore how the presence of other faiths in Britain has 

given rise to a crisis of identity within the Christian community (and indeed society as a 
whole). Did 'being British' ever relate to being Christian and, if so, should it continue to be so?  
In what sense, if any, can we call ourselves a 'Christian' country? How can we expect its 
culture, values and laws to remain based on our Christian heritage in the context of such 
pluralism?  Is a 'Christian society' something Christians should work for and seek to defend 
anyway? How does this relate to the tolerant and welcoming attitude we are encouraged to 
have towards other faith communities?  How would people of other faiths understand ‘being 
British’?   
 
The day will include opportunities for discussion and networking with others involved in work 
amongst people of different faiths in the UK.  Cost: £20 Global Connections members and 
concessions, £30 non-Members.  Please bring your own lunch.  Venue: Oxford.  Full details 
and booking on: www.globalconnections.co.uk/ftof0910 
 
Presence and Engagement in a Multi Faith World 
The St Philip’s Centre is a national ecumenical training centre, set up under the Presence and Engagement 
initiative.  It enables Christians and churches to be a confident presence in a multi faith world, prepared to share 
their own faith and learn from others. The Centre is being developed by the Anglican Diocese of Leicester, St 
Philip’s Church, the Methodist, United Reformed, Roman Catholic and Baptist churches. The centre is offering a 
three-day to be held on 13, 20 and 27 October.  Full details and booking information may be found at 
www.stphilipscentre.co.uk or contact Kathy Morrison, St Philip's Centre for Study and Engagement in a Multi Faith 
Society, 0116 273 3459. 
 
Jewels in His Crown – a regional event in London   
23 January 2010 – details available nearer the time – Keep the date free! 
 
Jewels in His Crown – a national event … 
 

Which Way the UK Asian Church? 
 
This is the title for the next Jewels in His Crown conference being held in 
Swanwick, Derbyshire from 25 to 27 June 2010 , when we explore different 
ways of contextualised church for Asian believers – Christ Followers, Youth 
Culture, Traditional Church, Yesubhaktas, Multicultural Church, Asian 
Fellowships, House Church, Satsang … 
Our speakers include: Pastor G I Ebenezer, Kumar Rajagopalan and Clive 
Thorne.  Do make a note of the date and consider joining us.  Full information 
and booking details will be available in the next few months. 

 

SUPPORTING CHRISTIANS IN RELATING TO OTHER FAITHS 
 

Faith to Faith, a Christian consultancy and network of individuals, groups and churches, became part of the Global 
Connections network in August 2007 as a Forum and Resource Centre on other faiths in the UK.  We continue to offer 

expertise and courses for Christians who wish to engage with people of other faiths and we are planning more web-based 
material in the near future within the Global Connections website.  

 
 Richard Sudworth, our Mission Consultant  with special concern for the 18 to 30 age group, continues as a key member of 
the network, is available at richardsudworth@faithtofaith.org.uk or 07891 635664 and is also happy to converse with you via 

www.distinctlywelcoming.com 
 

Faith to Faith Forum and Resources Centre Co-ordina tor, Mrs Ann Bower 
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