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Welcome to our Spring newsletter.  This issue includes tasters for our forthcoming Forum event on 10 June, news 
from Jan Pike of a particularly helpful course at Trinity College in Bristol on Understanding Islam, some reflections 
by Bassi Mirzania on ministry to Persians, an introduction to Friends International, as well as book 
recommendations and some forthcoming events. 
 

Ann Bower, Co-ordinator of the Faith to Faith Forum and Resource Centre 
 
 

IS EVANGELISM A SIN?  ETHICAL EVANGELISM IN A PLURA LIST SOCIETY 
 

Faith to Faith Forum Event, 10 June, Warwick, looki ng at:  
Evangelism in the spiritual supermarket,  

Ethical challenges of evangelism amongst Muslims 
 Ethical evangelism amongst children and young people  

Changing your mother? Engaging with Hindus about conversion 
 
Recent months have made us think once more about some of the ethical considerations faced by Christians as 
they endeavour to share the good news of Jesus, particularly amongst people from other faith backgrounds, who 
may sometimes be quite vulnerable.   Our excellent speakers include Ben Edson, Robin Thomson and Andrew 
Smith.  In all, this is quite a feast – do note the date, contact us for more details or book your place on: 

www.globalconnections.co.uk/faithtofaith08  
 
Here are some small tasters to whet your appetite for what we have in store for you on 10 June… 
 
Ethical evangelism amongst children and young people – Andrew Smith writes:  
The safety of children when with adults outside the family is a growing concern. This has led to CRB checks and a 
raft of health and safety legislation. People outside the church are also increasingly suspicious about the motives 
for our work: they want to know not only what we are doing, but why we are doing it. So why are we, as Christians, 
working with children and young people of different faiths? And how do we tell people about our motives and aims 
without alienating them, or compromising our own integrity? This session will seek to highlight some of the issues 
that working with children and young people raises and look for some Biblical models of ministry that remain true to 
the Gospel and ensure the safety of children and the integrity of our work. 
 
Changing your mother?  Engaging with Hindus over conversion – Robin Thomson writes: 
“To seek to convert already God-loving people to another faith is a sin… it should be made a crime…” 
This comment by the Secretary of the Hindu Council UK reflects the 
increasing concern of many Hindus about what they perceive as 
aggressive conversion activity by Christians and others. What lies 
behind such concerns? Some are linked to the growth of Hindu 
nationalism, others to the struggles over caste that continue to raise 
deep feelings on all sides. Have Christians caused 
misunderstanding through insensitive actions or even exploitation or 
is conflict inevitable because ‘dharma’ and ‘religion’ are 
incompatible? What are the real issues and how do we engage with 
Hindus in ways that will lead to better understanding on both sides, 
as well as the fulfilment of our mission task? 
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UNDERSTANDING THE MUSLIM WORLD  
 
Jan Pike has spent just less than half her life in the sub-continent of India and Pakistan. At present, she works for a 
Voluntary Sector organisation as an ESOL Co-ordinator and Tutor, providing English classes for refugee and 
asylum seekers in a range of community venues in Easton, Bristol. Over 80% of the students are Muslim women. 
She is currently undertaking part-time study at Trinity College, Bristol, for a Certificate in Mission, which she hopes 
will equip her to serve amongst the Muslim community either in this country or in the majority Muslim world.  
Jan recently attended a course on Islam and writes for us: 

 
Theological colleges are now taking faith to faith issues more seriously into their 
teaching. Trinity Theological College, Bristol, has been the venue (Jan – Mar 08) 
for an exciting, informative and challenging course on Understanding the Muslim 
World. Offered to students at the college, some preparing for ordination in the 
Church of England, others for ministry in free churches, as well as to lay people 
living or working alongside Muslim communities in Britain today, it has been a 
richly rewarding series of lectures. A visit to Bristol Central Mosque and an 
evening ‘in conversation’ with Farooq and Omer from the city’s Muslim Cultural 
Society gave us the opportunity to engage with Muslims and ensured that a 
bigger picture could be built up with a good base of theory and knowledge on the 
one hand and active, face to face discussion on the other. 
 
Starting with the basics, it was good to have the origins of Islam and the 
chronology of the life of Muhammed clearly outlined before we went on to 

explore a range of Qu’ranic texts with David Marshall and then with Colin Chapman. The juxtaposition of the 
Islamic view of the Qu’ran as the very word of God with the Johannine understanding that Jesus is the Word 
become flesh was a new concept for many whilst for me, learning that interpretation on the Hadiths differ according 
to which group one belongs to and which Sheikh one consults threw light on some of the conversations I have had 
with my Muslim friends. Through discussion of Islamic views on Jesus, forgiveness and the Day of Judgement, we 
saw how engagement with our Muslim neighbour drives us back to a re-examination, a fresh appreciation and a re-
affirmation of our own Christian faith.  
 
Talking with Farooq and Omer it was clear that, as younger men, seeking to engage with Muslim youth, some of 
the issues they face are similar to those facing Christian youth workers today. These include questions such as 
where do the youth get religious teaching which is relevant to 21st century life in Britain from? How are young 
people to be encouraged to discover faith for themselves?   
 
It is clear that Islam in Britain today is itself being challenged to face up to an internal crisis over its identity in the 
midst of plurality. Looking at politico-theological factors and challenges which face Islam and Christianity in Britain 
today raises many questions: 
What is the place of faith in the public arena? Has Islam reduced the space for faith discussions in public by its 
refusal to keep silent or has it, in fact, put faith issues on the agenda? Are there things that Muslims and Christians 
can say together as faith communities? If so, what sort of engagement is the church to have with Islam? 
These were areas of exploration which I find particularly interesting and thought provoking. Richard Sudworth 
skilfully led us through a seminar reading an examination of Christian responses to the Common Word document. 
This helped to bring home the complexity of the task of searching for a legitimate response which is clearly 
understood by both parties, expresses grace and yet doesn’t compromise on the essential Christian truths.  
 
Thank you to John Corrie, who put this superb course together and managed to draw in the expertise of Richard 
Sudworth, Colin Chapman, David Marshall and Toby Howarth, who all gave of their knowledge and experience. 
Words spoken by Colin Chapman expressed, for me, the challenge faced by those who would respond to the 
learning from the course: “We need to take the Great Commission, to preach the gospel, alongside the Great 
Commandment, which is to love our [Muslim] neighbour as we love ourselves.” 
 
 

Jan, on left, with her daughters 
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ANGLICAN MINISTRY FOR THE PERSIAN COMMUNITY IN BRIT AIN 
Bassi Mirzania, Anglican Chaplain to the Persian Community in the UK writes for us: 
 
Over recent years the Persian / Iranian community living in Britain has increased. Among 
them, a growing number have been enquiring about, or seeking the Christian faith and 
increasing numbers of clergy are finding that more and more Persians are joining their 
congregations or seeking help. 
 
For some time, concern has been growing within the Church of England and other 
Christian networks, as to how best to meet the spiritual and pastoral needs of the Persian 
community in the UK. 
 
An Anglican Chaplain : 
Bassi Mirzania, who has served the Church of England for over 25 years in the field of Social Responsibility, 
sensed God’s calling to ordination and to minister to the needs of the Persian community. Born in Iran, she became 

a Christian there before fleeing after the revolution in 1979. In October 2004 
Bassi was ordained by the Rt Revd John Gladwin Bishop of Chelmsford and 
the two former Bishops of Iran. 
 
The purpose of the ministry:  

·  To assist the Church and in particular the Church of England in 
development of its ministry amongst Persians / Iranians throughout the 
UK. 

·  To advise and support the clergy, church leaders and lay people in 
responding to those enquiring about the Christian faith. 

·  To provide guidance to churches in welcoming Persians and Farsi 
speaking people into their churches, assisting them to join with their 
congregations. 

·  To assist in the pastoral care and worship of the Anglican Persian 
fellowship in London. 

·  To advise and assist with the inter-cultural aspect, Christian training, 
liturgy and general pastoral matters. 

·  To advise and assist clergy and others ministering to Iranians seeking 
asylum in Britain. 

 
The needs in the last three years : 

·  Met with over 2000 Persians / Farsi speaking Christians or those seeking the Christian faith in the UK and 
over 800 at the International Iranian Conference in Holland. 

·  Been contacted by over 140 Clergy and church leaders throughout the UK. 

·  Visited some 20 dioceses and different groups across England, Wales and Scotland. 

·  Established working relationship with many relevant networks. 

·  Established a special working relationship with CMS, Elam Ministries and other networks. 

·  Involved with the monthly Persian Fellowship at St Luke’s Church in London and the weekly Farsi group at 
Christ Church, Guildford. 

·  Trained church leaders and Farsi speaking groups in over 12 dioceses. 

·  Accepted preaching and speaking engagements at over 30 churches and conferences. 
 

·  Involved with the National Churches’ Network on behalf of the Iranian asylum seekers in the UK. 
 
Management : 
The work is overseen by a small management committee mainly from the Persian Christians, chaired by Mr John 
Clark, who is also the chair of the Friends of the Diocese of Iran (FDI). 
 
Support : 
Do pray for Bassi’s work.  Enquiries or offers of support to: The Revd Bassi Mirzania on 01483 569 316 or 
bassi.mirzania@btinternet.com 
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A RELEVANT BOOK RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Iran: Open Hearts in a Closed Land , BRADLEY, Mark, isbn: 1850787700, pub:Authentic, 
£5.99 
 
This accessible book looks at why Iranian Muslims have been turning to Christ more than 
the other Muslim groups. Mark Bradley first sets out clearly why Iran is such a closed land to 
the Gospel and why one would expect the number converting to decline.  The opposite has 
happened and in the second half of the book the author examines why ordinary Iranians are 
so open to Jesus 
 
 
 
Introducing - Friends International 
 
Lizi Ross, Communications Co-ordinator of Friends International writes:  
 
“I was not looking for God, I was looking for friends, but soon I noticed that these Christian friends had something 
about them that I wanted for myself.” 

 
These words encapsulate the motivation for what we, in Friends International, do. 
Britain continues to attract students from all over the world in their thousands, many 
from countries where Christian witness is restricted or weak, illustrated by a recent 
quote from a Muslim lady: “In my country you cannot read the Bible or find out about 

Jesus. That’s why I want to do this Bible study course.” Students struggle with loneliness and homesickness, trying 
to adapt to different accents, attitudes and ways of life. There is much that British Christians, individually and 
through the local church, can do to help ease their way into life in Britain, and by so doing, communicate the love of 
Christ for all nations (Deut 10:9). 
 
Today’s international students will go on to have roles of significance and influence in their families and 
communities, in industry and academia, and in politics and leadership in all parts of the world. With over 60 staff 
members working in 30 different UK towns and cities, Friends International seeks to help churches serve students 
of all faiths and nationalities. Our hope is that many will come to know Jesus as Saviour and Lord through the 
witness and love of Christians in evangelical churches, returning home as disciples of Christ (Matt 28:19), equipped 
and motivated to influence others in their homes and wider community for Him. For as Christ transforms the 
individual, He is able to draw entire families and communities to Himself, strengthening the worldwide church and 
transforming the nations for His glory.  
 
For further information on the work of Friends International, please visit www.friendsinternational.org.uk or contact 
Lizi Ross on 020 8780 3511 or info@friendsinternational.org.uk or at Friends International, 3 Crescent Stables, 139 

Upper Richmond Road, London SW15 2TN. 

 

 

 
 

Donations and Subscriptions  
 
Many of you were kind enough to subscribe to Faith to Faith, when it was a separate trust, often also using Gift 
Aid for your donations, and some of you took out standing orders.  We are very grateful indeed for your support.  
As we are now working under the umbrella of Global Connections, future donations are payable to Global 
Connections but can still be earmarked for the Faith to Faith Forum, if you would like to do that.  Old standing 
orders need to be cancelled and replacement forms for all donations are available from Ann at the Global 
Connections support office.  Thank you! 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

St John’s College, Nottingham  has suggested that some of the following might be appropriate for those 
ministering to people of different faiths – do check out their website: www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk 

 
o Short Courses & Study Weeks 2008: www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk/html/courses/index.shtml 
 
o In Service Study Weeks: Academic Administrator, 0115 925 1114 or academic@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk  
 
o Modules planned for 2008/09 include: Emerging World - Emerging Church, Ways of Christian 

Spirituality, Inter-Faith Dialogue 
 
o St John’s Extension Studies 2008: Distance learning to allow flexible study from home: www.stjohns-

nottm.ac.uk/html/distance_learning/index.shtml 
 
o Books by St John’s tutors: www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk/html/more/resources.shtml 
 
o More books from St Johns: 
 Faith for Life Series, Fit for the Purpose - The meaning of Christian vocation and how to respond when God 

calls 
 Faith for Life Series, Entering Another's World - For those who want to know how to live for God in another 

culture 
 The Bible in Western Culture -The Student’s Guide - Dee Dyas & Esther Hughes – An essential guide for 

students and teachers of western art, music, literature and history to find out more about the Bible and its 
continuing cultural significance  

 
 
 
 
 

Towards Understanding 
Islam 
This introductory course on 
Islam led by Revd Dr David 
Marshall, is running again 
at St Stephen's House, 
Oxford 8 -11 June 2008.   
(Faith to Faith Mission 

Consultant Richard Sudworth is also 
involved in one session.) 
Topics include: The Life of Muhammad, The 
Qur’an, Islamic Belief and Practice, Islam 
and Society, Recent Developments in Islam, 
Islam in Britain and Christian-Muslim 
relations. 
Contact 01865 247874 
Full details are available on 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk/media/Islam2008.pdf 
 
 
13 June - 15 June 2008: Through a different lens, K idderminster 
Looking at the world with a God-given perspective and new cultural insights. Join us for our national training 
conference with guest speaker David Pickard, former General Director of OMF. Alongside excellent Bible teaching 
there will be a host of seminars available to help you, whether you are new to international student ministry or more 
experienced. For further information please email info@friendsinternational.org.uk 

Is Evangelism a Sin? 
Ethical Evangelism in a 

Pluralist Society 
 

(details on page 1) 
 

Don’t forget to book for 10 June! 
www.globalconnections.co.uk/faithtofaith08  
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SACO’s 25 th Year – Come and Celebrate God’s Faithfulness 
On Saturday 21 June, with Guest speaker George Verwer, Southampton Asian Christian Outreach invites you to 
come and join the celebration at Central Hall, St Mary’s Street, Southampton SO14 1NF, from 1.30pm – enquiries 
to: Clive Thorne, cthorne@talktalk.net 023 8022 6004 or Kuldip Rajo, krajo@sky.com, 023 8043 3333.  
 
Engaging with Hindus and Sikhs: Opportunities and C hallenges , Monday 30 June - an open evening with 
South Asian Concern from 6.45 – 9.00pm at Emmanuel church, Ridgeway, Wimbledon SW19 4QL.  Britain’s Hindu 
and Sikh communities are successful, confident and well integrated in our society. But they also face questions of 
identity and some are uneasy about what they see as Christian intentions, particularly with regard to conversion.  
How do we share our experience of the good news of Jesus? How can local churches reach out effectively, with all 
the other demands on their time and resources?  Ram Gidoomal, Kumar Rajagopalan and Robin Thomson will 
share their perspectives.  Light refreshments at 6.45pm.  Further information from SAC: 020 8770 9717 
 
Shining like Stars – The power of the gospel in the  world’s universities 
The speaker at Global Connection’s A Passion for Mission 2008, 1 July, 6.30pm to 8.30pm, is Lindsay Brown, 
General Secretary of IFES until July 2007 and now IFES Evangelist-at-Large and International Director of the 
Lausanne Movement.  This event will take place at the Chinese Church in London, 69 to 71 Brook Green, 
Hammersmith, W6 7BE – reserve your place now: 01926 487755, passion@globalconnections.co.uk, 
www.globalconnections.co.uk/passion 
 
AWM Summer course 
Arab World Ministries presents a practical and intensive course, on Islam from 6 to 8 July – contact Elsie Maxwell 
on 0208 965 0527 for more details. 
 
Japan Christian Link - annual conference 
Taking place from 11 to 13 July at All Nations Christian College, this conference is for all Christians with an interest 
in Japan and outreach to the Japanese. The weekend includes guest speakers, small groups looking at particular 
subjects, testimonies and worship. There is also an opportunity to browse literature from the bookshop, a unique 
source of Japanese Christian literature and English books on Christianity and Japan.  Contact JCL on 01732 
455453 or at info@jclglobal.org for more information. 
 
Refresh for Mission  
The Challenge to 'stay' in mission is a battle that many face. 'Refresh for Mission' provides input, insight and 
support to many who are looking for some space and time to review, recharge and 'refresh' for future mission 
service.  Details of this course at All Nations Christian College for those engaged in mission in the UK and 
overseas from 12 to 18 July 2008 may be found at www.allnations.ac.uk/  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Jewels in His Crown 2008 
 

INSPIRED - Inspired to Unity, Inspired to Grow, Ins pired to Go 
 

Join us for an exciting conference from 18 to 20 July at Cliff College, Derbyshire, 
including worship, teaching, sharing and encouragement for British Asians and all 
engaged in minstry amongst British Asians. 

Guest Speakers: 
 

Ram Gidoomal, South Asian Concern and Krish Kandiah, Evangelical Alliance 
 
There is a full range of events and activities for adults. 
For children  we have work led by Sarah Bingham of Scripture Union: 
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/YourCommunity/LocalTeams/Evangelists/SarahBingham
/5718.id  
And for the little ones  there is a crèche:  
Daniel’s Den, www.danielsden.org.uk/.    
Young people  will be able to join with Naujavan, a youth organisation from 
Southampton 
www.9javan.co.uk/aboutus.html. 
 
Do make a note of the date – now and check out the website for full details: 
www.jewelsinhiscrown.co.uk Hotline: 0121 633 8860 
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BOOKS AND RESOURCES 
 

 
Distinctly Welcoming, Richard Sudworth (Scripture U nion, 2007) 
isbn 978 1 84427 3171 
This book is a superb resource for Christians and churches who want to build bridges of 
grace-filled and gospel-faithful relationship with other faiths. Richard is a practical 
theologian who earths his biblical and missional reflection in a wealth of useful and 
encouraging strategies for being ‘distinctly welcoming’. The title gives the key to his 
approach; he suggests a model of mission which holds in creative tension a confident faith 
in our theological distinctives with a generous and open welcome to others.  
For a full review of Richard’s book, please see our last Faith to Faith newsletter – number 
27 on the Global connections website. 
Distinctly Welcoming is available from the Global Connections shop: 
www.globalconnections.co.uk/Shop/resources/products.htm 
And to read more on related topics, do visit www.distinctlywelcoming.com 
 

 
Japan Christian Link Bookshop 
This bookshop stocks Japanese Christian literature including Japanese Bibles, tracts, 
Bible studies and books introducing Christianity, as well as English books relating to 
Japan and Christianity, all aiming to introduce the Christian message in a way that is 
culturally relevant and easy to understand. A full list of literature available can be 
found at www.jclglobal.org, or ring JCL on 01732 455453. The JCL website also has 
details of forthcoming events helpful for those sharing their faith with Japanese friends.  
 
 
 

The following three resources are recommended by Ki tab and available 
from them: 
Kitab – Christian Resources for Asian and Muslim peoples PO Box 7440, Milton 
Keynes, MK12 5WL  
Tel: +44 (0) 1908 552714 Fax: +44 (0) 1908 557779  
www.kitab.org.uk  
 
 
More than dreams 
More than Dreams (DVD): For decades, a phenomenon has been recurring in the 
Muslim world. Men and women, without any knowledge of the Gospel and without 
any contact with Christians, have been forever transformed after experiencing 
dreams and visions of Jesus Christ. Here are five stories of former Muslims who 
now know Jesus as their Saviour, recreated in docu-drama format. Produced in 
their original languages with English subtitles. They are presented in the original 
language of the individual, i.e. Arabic, Farsi, Hausa, Malay and Turkish. These 
are now available at a lower price now: £3.00 in a presentation DVD box, or £2.50 
in a pvc sleeve. 

 
 
Two Prayers for Today 
Chawkat Moucarry, £8.00, isbn 8178210711, pub. Tiruvalla. This book presents and 
compares Christianity and Islam seen through the prism of their most well known 
prayers, The Lord's Prayer and The Fatiha. This is the first commentary on both 
prayers and how they relate to each other.   The second part of the book addresses 
three issues. Is God in Christianity and in Islam the same? What is the understanding 
of sin and forgiveness in the Christian and Islamic traditions? How do Christians and 
Muslims seek to spread God's message and rule in a world that is increasingly global 
and secular? 
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Young, British and Muslim 
Philip Lewis, £12.99, isbn 0826497306, pub. Continuum, Looking at the lives and 
beliefs of young Muslims aged 18 to 30, against a backdrop of the problems any 
migrant community face. Philip Lewis gives a clear, balanced examination of the 
shadow of extremist Islam and whether Muslim youth in the UK are genuinely linked to 
radical Islamic movements 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING CHRISTIANS IN RELATING TO OTHER FAITHS 
 

Faith to Faith, a Christian consultancy and network of individuals, groups and churches, became part of the 
Global Connections network in August 2007 as a Forum and Resource Centre on other faiths in the UK.  We 
continue to offer expertise and courses for Christians who wish to engage with people of other faiths and we 

are planning more web-based material in the near future within the Global Connections website.  
 

 Richard Sudworth, our Mission Consultant  with special concern for the 18 to 30 age group, continues as 
a key member of the network, is available at richardsudworth@faithtofaith.org.uk or 07891 635664 and is 

also happy to converse with you via www.distinctlywelcoming.com 
 

Global Connections is registered in England & Wales as the Evangelical Missionary Alliance, a company 
limited by guarantee having no share capital, Company number 3886596, Registered Charity number 

1081966 
 

Faith to Faith Forum Co-ordinator, Mrs Ann Bower, www.faithtofaith.org.uk 
 

Global Connections, Caswell Road, Sydenham Industrial Estate, Leamington Spa CV31 1QF 
01926 487755, www.globalconnections.co.uk 

 


