
The Faith to Faith Forum of Global Connections 
 
 
Update: March 2011 – looking back on another busy year 
 
 
What have we been doing? I am pleased to give you below, a summary about some of the activities 
of the past year or so and some information about the ongoing work. 
 
Events and training: 
 
January 2010 - Is Evangelism a Sin? Ethical Evangelism in a Pluralist Society 
We ran a final teaching and discussion day in this series, this time for the students at London School 
of Theology, looking at the ethics of evangelism amongst Hindus, Muslims and amongst children and 
young people of other faiths. The speakers were Toby Howarth (Bishop of Birmingham’s Adviser for 
Interfaith Relations), Andrew Smith (Scripture Union, Youth Encounter and the Feast) and Robin 
Thomson (South Asian Concern) and, judging by the students’ reactions, it was obvious that some of 
the issues raised were quite new to them and provoked some fresh thinking about evangelism – one 
example looked at issues around the fifth commandment and what to do if a teenager wishes to 
become a Christian, while parents object. 
 
February 2010 - Crossing Frontiers - Growing in a New Faith - Building Up Believers from 
Different Faith Backgrounds 
This event attracted a good number of people from Asian and British backgrounds, to hear Asif Mall 
as the main speaker and several others in workshops on current issues around the topic, at St 
James’ Alperton.  Comments afterwards suggested that the workshops on honour and shame 
cultures, discipleship of new believers and being family for them, plus a look at the issues as they 
relate to young people, were all much appreciated. 
 
June 2010 – Jewels in His Crown 
This weekend conference was run by several representatives from several agencies and churches, 
for British Asian Christians and those working amongst British Asians, under the theme: Which Way 
the UK Asian Church? With guest speakers Clive Thorne (Lighthouse international Fellowship), 
Pastor G I Ebenezer (Emmanuel Christian Church, London) and Kumar Rajagopalan (London Baptist 
Association), this looked at styles of ‘church’ appropriate for people from an Asian background and 
ways to make them welcome. The numbers were relatively low, though we felt that the conference 
itself achieved our aims.  (My role was in conference co-ordination and admin.) Now the committee is 
looking at planning some regional day events and working in close collaboration with the newly 
formed South Asian Forum. 
 
Autumn 2010 
We planned a forum event for the autumn looking at Buddhism in the UK, because we felt that this is 
a faith that is found all around us and increasing rapidly but not very visibly.  With so many celebrities 
talking about their Buddhist faith and the suspicion that many of our friends and neighbours are 
embracing some aspects of Buddhist thinking, we would like to encourage appropriate church 
leaders in particular, to organise local outreach where relevant. Although many people encouraged 
us to run the event, we did not receive many bookings and so cancelled it, to avoid a financial loss. 
The Steering Group still feels that the topic is vital and so I have to do a little more research before 
we try to run something similar another time, hopefully this autumn. 
 
January 2011 - Crossing Frontiers - Building a Multi-ethnic Church in Britain 
This event at St James’ Alperton, attracted a good number of people and it was great that there were 
also a few from an African Caribbean background as well as Asians and British. The speakers were 
Malcolm Steer (Iranian Fellowship) and Mansour Borji (Iranian Church Leader), on Making People 
Welcome, Clive Thorne and Kuldip Rajo (both from Lighthouse International church, Southampton) 
on Multi-ethnic approaches to the Sacraments and John Root and Ajay More (both from St James’ 
Church, Alperton, Wembley) on handling cultural differences in Church.  The feedback from the 
event has been both positive and helpful for the future. 



Other tasks: 
 

The e-mail newsletter  
The occasional Faith to Faith newsletter (www.globalconnections.co.uk/faithtofaithresources) has 
continued as has a brief e-bulletin informing people of resources, ideas and events and we continue 
to have some input into the Global Connections newsletter on a page entitled ‘Mission in the UK’ 
(www.globalconnections.co.uk/networknews/Newsletter). The format and frequency of this is now 
changing, but I am hopeful that there will be some part focussing on Mission in the UK. 
 

Faith to Faith College Database 
No further progress has been made with reviewing and possibly updating or replacing this database 
compiled in 2006. Currently, one of the members of the Steering Group is looking at this, as there are 
several ways in which it could be used in the future. 
 

Resources 
I am currently endeavouring to update our resources lists, so that we can continue to recommend 
relevant resources for mission amongst people of different faiths in the UK. Since I am responsible 
for other forums for mission in the UK I am trying to collect a wide range of resource 
recommendations at the same time, though this will, of course slow down the process in the initial 
stages. (www.globalconnections.co.uk/missionintheuk).  
 

The Steering Group for Faith to Faith 
Andrew Smith from Scripture Union stepped down earlier in the year after some years on the 
committee, latterly as Chair. No decision has been made yet about future chairmanship and the 
Steering Group now comprises John Corrie from Trinity College, Bristol, Colin Edwards from 
Interserve, Urban Vision, Kumar Rajagopalan from London Baptist Association and Phil Rawlings 
from St Bride’s Old Trafford, with Bryan Knell in a supportive / advisory role from Global Connections. 
Richard Sudworth, previously our Mission Consultant, is now ordained and is serving as curate in an 
inner city church in Birmingham: we have much appreciated all he gave to Faith to Faith over the 
years, in terms of help and wise advice and we wish him well for the future. 
 

Related work 
I am also involved in administering several other forums and groups concerning mission in the UK, 
encouraging individuals and churches in their work amongst people of other faiths and the cultures 
which they represent: Pole to Pole (ministry amongst Polish people in Britain), the East Asia 
Diaspora Forum and CRIB (Christian Responses to Islam in Britain). If you would like to know more, 
please do contact me on abower@globalconnections.co.uk and I will be glad to send more 
information. I am also looking at setting up a possible new initiative on mission ‘from everywhere to 
here,’ to see whether there is any benefit in gathering together mission partners who have come from 
other countries to the UK, probably with mission agencies here, to share the Gospel, in order to 
facilitate networking and to see whether there are any particular needs or difficulties that we can help 
with or that can be addressed through sharing together.  
 
Global Connections, www.globalconnections.co.uk  
The biggest change that we have seen in the organisation in general in the last year is that Christian 
Vocations, www.christianvocations.org who focus on resourcing and challenging Christians to 
discover and practise their God-given vocation in life and service, has now been merged with us. 
Two major events are being planned and details will be available on our website in due course: the 
annual Passion for Mission day will be on 27 June 2011, speaker Chris Wright of Langham 
Partnership and the Global Connections conference looking at mission in a changing world and 
mission with a changing church, will be from 28 to 30 November 2011. 
 

Thank you 
Many have kindly supported us in prayer and some through financial giving earmarked for Faith to 

Faith – I am very grateful and hopeful for your continued support. If you have any questions or 
relevant ideas, please do ask me. 

 

Ann Bower 

Mission in the UK and Faith to Faith Co-ordinator 
www.globalconnections.co.uk/faithtofaith   www.globalconnections.co.uk/ftofresources 

Global Connections, Caswell Road, LEAMINGTON SPA CV31 1QD    
01926 487755  abower@globalconnections.co.uk  Skype: ann.bower 
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